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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section nnade in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of appUcation for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1 , 3-4 and 6-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Manlove et al. (U.S. Patent 5.699,024). 

Regarding claim 1: 

Manlove discloses cells of an integrated circuit (IC) comprising: a method for 
current calibration of a plurality of 10 setting a global control value (Col. 2-3, Lines 
55-35); providing the global value to the plurality of 1/0 cells to cause each of the 
plurality of 1/0 cells to output a logic voltage at a corresponding output pads and 
for each 10 cell (Col. 2-3, Lines 55-35); feeding back the logic voltage at the 
corresponding output pad to a comparator (Col. 1, Lines 20-47, Col. 2-3, Lines 
55-35). comparing the logic voltage at the corresponding output pad with a 
reference voltage (Col. 2-3, Lines 55-35), and sinking current at the 
corresponding output pad based on result of the comparing (Col. 2-3, Lines 55- 

« 

35, Col. 5-6, Lines 36-39). 
Regarding claim 6: 

Manlove discloses a method comprising: setting a global control value provided 
to the-a plurality of 1/0 cells to cause each of the plurality of 1/0 cells to output a 
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logic voltage on a corresponding output pad (Col. 2-3, Lines 55-35); then, for 
each of the plurality of VO cell: feeding back the logic voltage at the 
corresponding output pad to a comparator: setting a local value in a register 
device associated with the VO cell in response to the global control value (Col. 1, 
Lines 20-47, Col. 2-3, Lines 55-35); comparing the logic voltage with a reference 
voltage (Col. 2-3, Lines 55-35), and setting a local value in a register device 
associated with a corresponding I/O cell in response to the a global control value 
and result of-the comparing of the logic voltage and the reference voltage (Col. 2- 
3, Lines 55-35, Col. 5-6, Lines 36-39). 

Regarding. claim 3, Manlove discloses enabling additional driver bits to sink more 
current at the corresponding output pad if the logic voltage is higher than the 
reference voltage And disabling additional driver bits to sink less current at the 
corresponding output pad if the logic voltage is lower than the reference voltage 
(Col. 2-3, Lines 55-35fig. 3,. unit 104); Regarding claims 4, 8, Manlove discloses 
sinking current at the corresponding output pad comprises modifying a local 
value 'stored in a register device associated with a corresponding 1/0 cell based 
on the comparing of the logic voltage and the reference voltage (Col. 2-3, Lines 
55-35fig. 3, unit 104); Regarding claim 7, Manlove discloses enabling additional 
dhver bits to modify the local value in the register device associated with the 
corresponding I/O cell in response to the comparison of the logic voltage and the 
reference voltage to sink more current at the corresponding output pad (Col. 5-6, 
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Lines 35-39); Regarding claim 9, Manlove discloses shifting one and zero to 
nnodify local value (fig. 3, unit 174, 176). 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 2 and 5 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all the limitation 
of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: prior art fail to 
teach sinking current until the logic voltage at the output and the reference 
voltage are substantially equal, the register device is a counter. 
Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should 
preferably accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled 
"Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 , 3-4 and 6-9 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. However, 
applicant's arguments filed 1/19/2005 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

A. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 , 3-4 and 6-9 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706,07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 
37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed 
within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory 
action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory 
period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory 
action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be 
calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will 
the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communicafions from the 
examiner should be directed to Tung S Lau whose telephone number is 571-272- 
2274. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9-5:30. If attempts to 
reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
John Barlow can be reached on 571-272-2269. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
dlrect.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 



TL 



yaohn Barip* 
Supervisory PateW Examiner 
Technology Center 2800 



